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CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 

 

 Ruhl  Forensic, Inc., since 1995. 
 

 Fire cause and origin investigator.  Retained consultant. 
 Illinois Private Investigator License #115-001540 
  

 Urbana Fire Rescue Services, Urbana, IL, since 1983. 
  

 Fire Chief       2007 - present 
  Fire Prevention Bureau- Fire Investigator   1995 - 2007 

Division Chief- Fire Suppression Division   1999 - present 
Division Chief –Prevention/Education Division  1995 - 1999                          

            Prevention Bureau- On-Shift Fire Investigator                 1992 - 1995                          
            Company Officer                                                                   1995                                

Firefighter                              1983 - 1995 
 

 St. Joseph – Stanton Fire Protection District, 2006-present 
 
  Board of Trustees 

 
            PFI, Inc., St. Joseph, IL, since 2000  
  
  Owner. Fire Specialist   

 Illinois Private Investigator License #115-001540 
          
 

PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT 
 

 Central Illinois Appraisers, 1990-1994        
 Insurance Appraiser. Fire Cause and Origin Investigator. 

 

 St. Joseph Station Fire District, St. Joseph, IL, 1987 to 1995 
 Firefighter 
 Lieutenant 
 Training Office 
 Firefighter 
 

 Champaign County Arson Task Force, Champaign County, IL, 1982 to 1987 
 Team Leader, Fire Investigations 

  
 Edge-Scott Fire Department, 1979 to 1983 

 Firefighter 
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 FIRE ORIGIN AND CAUSE INVESTIGATOR 

CLASS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE  
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 Champaign County Sheriff's Department, Urbana, IL, 1977 to 1983 
 Deputy Sheriff 
 

 Dilley Auto Body, 1977 to 1989 
 Owner and Operator, Autobody Repair Technician 
 
Tatman’s Autobody, 1976-1977 
 Automotive Repair Technician 
 
Sullivan’s Automotive, 1975-1976 
 Automotive Repair Technician 

 
EDUCATION 
 

A.S.:   Fire Science 
   Pikes Peak Community College 

  
 Course Work:  University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Illinois, 1 year 
  
 Course Work:  Parkland College, Champaign, Illinois, 1 year 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS 
 

Emergency Management Institute NIMS IS 800    2007 
Emergency Management Institute NIMS IS 100    2006 
National Incident Management Certification     2004 
Class A Private Detective State of Illinois #115-001540   2000 
Hazardous Materials – Operations      1996 
Hazardous Materials – Incident Commander     1996 
Instructor II - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office    1996 
Fire Officer II - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office    1996 
Fire Officer I - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office    1992 
Instructor I - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office    1992 
Fire Apparatus Engineer - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office   1992 
Firefighter III - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office    1992 
Fire Investigator - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office    1985 
Arson Investigator - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office   1985 
Firefighter II - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office    1983 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 

International Association of Arson Investigator 
Illinois Association of Arson Investigator 
Illinois Association of Arson Investigator Training Board 
National Association of Fire Investigators  
National Fire Protection Association  
 

TRAINING 
 Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI           2007 
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NAFI, NFPA National Fire Investigation Training Seminar                2007    
Use of robotic, pulsed laser total station and data recorder 
  for forensic mapping, TOPCON, Champaign, IL   2007 
Fire Pattern Recognition and Identification                                                  2006    
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI     2006    
Accident Investigation 2, Northwestern University’s Center   2005 

  for Public Safety, Evanston, IL  
 Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI                2005    
 Accident Investigation I, Northwestern University’s Center   2004 
  for Public Safety, Evanston, IL 
 National Incident Management      2004      

Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI    2004 
 Unified Command – Illinois Fire Service Institute    2003 
 Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI    2003 
 National Fire Academy – Leadership III     2002 
 Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI    2002 
 Hazardous Materials Ops Refresher, Illinois Fire Service Institute  2001 
 Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI    2001 
 Trench Rescue Operations       2001 
 Arson Investigation Leadership Forum     2000 

Trench Rescue Awareness       2000 
Hazardous Materials Operations      2000 
Terrorism - Basic Concepts Class      2000 
IAAI Fire Investigation Training Conference     2000 
IAAI Fire Investigation Training Conference     1999 
IAAI Fire Investigation Training Conference     1998 
IAAI Fire Investigation Training Conference     1997 
IAAI Fire Investigation Training Conference     1996 
Fire Management IV - Illinois Fire Service Institute    1996 
Tactics & Strategy II - Illinois Fire Service Institute    1996 
Fire Management III - Illinois Fire Service Institute    1995 
Fire Instructor II - Illinois Fire Service Institute    1995 
Illinois Arson Investigators Seminar, IAAI     1995 
Emergency Response Disaster Training, IEMA    1995 
Solving Egress in Commercial Buildings, BOCA    1995 
Automatic Fire Alarm & Sprinkler Systems Training, IAAA   1995 
Management II - Illinois Fire Service Institute     1991 
Pump Operations - Illinois Fire Service Institute    1990 
Advanced Smoke Training - Illinois Fire Service Institute   1988 
Management I - Illinois Fire Service Institute     1988 
Fire Prevention Principles I - Illinois Fire Service Institute   1988 
Hazardous Materials Awareness - Illinois AAZ MIXT Board   1988 
Tactics & Strategies - Illinois Fire Service Institute    1987 
Instructor I - Illinois Fire Service Institute     1986 
Emergency Medical Technician - Parkland College    1983 
Smoke Divers - Illinois Fire Service Institute     1983 
Advanced Arson Detection - Illinois Fire Service Institute   1983 
Fire and Arson Detection - Arson Task Force Training Board  1982 
Advanced Arson Investigation III -      1981 

Department of Law Enforcement Academy 
Arson Investigation I & II -        1980 

Department of Law Enforcement Academy 
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Investigation Intervention and Management     1980 
Advanced Firearms - FBI TRC Training     1978 
Firearms Training - Illinois Police Training Institute    1977 
Basic Law Enforcement - Illinois Police Training Institute   1977 
 

INSTRUCTOR EXPERIENCE 
 

            National Instructor-Public Agency Training Counsel                                      2006 - Present 
Fire Science Instructor – Parkland College     2003 -  Present 
Instructor – Illinois  Fire Science Institute (IFSI)    2001 -  Present 
Fire Investigation, Fire Prevention – IFSI, Fall Academy   2003 
Fire Investigation Modules – IFSI, Spring Session    2003 
Fire Investigation, Fire Prevention - IFSI, Fall Academy   2002 
Fire Investigation - Illinois Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI) 2002 
Fire Investigation, Fire/Arson Modules - IFSI     2001 
Fire Investigation, Fire Prevention – IFSI Spring Academy    2001 
Fire Investigation - Illinois Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI) 2001 
Basic Fire Investigation – IFSI      2000 
Fire Investigation – IFSI       2000 
INI Fire Investigation Team       2000 
 

AREAS OF INTEREST 
 
 Restoring Classic and Collectable Automobiles 
 Repairing Salvaged and Damaged Automobiles 
 


